
Understanding the critical need for Haiti to conduct a successful presidential run-off election on March 20th, Voilà an-
nounced today it will provide the Provisional Electoral Council (CEP) with enhanced text messaging capabilities to fa-
cilitate voter turn-out. Voilà has also committed $100,000 to a fund that it’s establishing to support the recruitment of 
polling station observers throughout the country to thwart improprieties and bolster public confidence in the final 
election results.   Voilà is a subsidiary of Trilogy International Partners, based in Bellevue, Washington. 
The innovative SMS application allows a mobile phone customer to request information from the CEP on the location of 
the polling station where the customer is registered to vote.  In an effort to encourage broader participation, the CEP is 
also staffing a call center to handle inquiries and help voters properly identify their polling stations.  
In addition, Voilà has established a private sector fund to ensure the two presidential candidates have the necessary re-
sources to hire poll observers throughout the country. The fund will be administered by Haiti’s Private Sector Economic 
Forum (Forum Economique du Secteur Privé (FESP), which will collect donations and distribute the funds to both presi-
dential campaigns.  Voilà, a founding member of FESP, will contribute $100,000 to the effort and is encouraging others 
interested in promoting fair elections to contribute as well. 
“It’s important we move forward with the elections and usher in a new government that can help lead the Haitian 
people to a brighter future,” said Brad Horwitz, CEO of Trilogy International Partners.  “We’re proud to leverage the ca-
pabilities of our network in support of the CEP’s efforts and encourage the private sector to promote a credible and 
transparent democratic process.”  

Voilà Commits Technology and Establishes Private Sector Fund to 
Support Free and Fair Elections in Haiti

FEATURED MEMBER

Annual General Assembly and Election 
of the Directors on Tuesday, March 29, 
2011 from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm at the 
Cattleva Room in the Karibe Convention 
Center in Petion-Ville

Conference – Debate on the 
“Modernization of Rural Haiti - 
the Challenges, Solutions and 
Opportunities”. Guest Speaker, Mr. Jean-
Robert Estime (Winner). Scheduled end 
of April or early May 2011.

Conference – Debate on the “Seismic 
Risk and Future in Haiti”. Guest Speaker, 
the Engineer, Mr. Claude Prepetit. 
Scheduled end of April or early May 2011

UP COMING 
AMCHAM EVENTS

MEETINGS

NEW MEMBER

The Deputy Administrator for USAID, Mr. Donald Steinberg met with Mem-
bers of the Board for a roundtable on the role of USAID in the reconstruction 
process and developing new partnerships with Haitian companies that facili-
tate investments and economic growth. An open debate on the concerns of 
the Haitian Private Sector such as the need to open business opportunities 
outside of Port-au-Prince and the need to help repair and expand small and 
medium businesses impacted by the earthquake were also discussed.

USAID DEPUTY ADMINSTRATOR MEETS WITH
 AMCHAM BOARD

Welcome to our new Member, Modspace Corporation, represented by Mr. Gor-
don Eyre. Modspace Corporation is a large Modular Construction Company 
now operating in Haiti. For more information on this Member, please see their 
web site: www.modspace.com.
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Avec près d’un millier 
d’entreprises rien que 

dans la zone métropolitaine, 
la construction est un secteur 
très dynamique en Haïti. De la 
simple quincaillerie aux firmes 
d’expertises, tout semble bouger 
de façon considérable. Les 
demandes se font chaque jour de 
plus en plus fréquentes, que ce soit 
pour la construction, la finition ou 
la rénovation. Ainsi, tout le maillon 
de la chaine construction est en 
mouvement réel, et ceci est très 
intéressant sachant que c’est un 
secteur qui nécessite une main-

par Barbara Saint-Cirin 

d’œuvre importante.
De septembre 2010 à date, PDMH 
est passé de 200 à près de 500 
entreprises enregistrées pour ce 
secteur. Rien que l’année dernière, 
plusieurs firmes ont émergées et 
elles sont nombreuses à offrir de 
nouvelles techniques de construc-
tion différentes des techniques 
traditionnelles généralement 
utilisées. Ainsi on trouve désor-
mais dans le pays, des maisons en 
foam, en métal et même le bois à 
tendance à revenir. Ce qui attire 
surtout, c’est que ces nouvelles 
constructions sont d’une très 
belle architecture, parasismique, 
écologique, et le plus important, 
elles sont à des prix étonnamment 
bas.
Burocad, une firme de construc-
tion enregistrée avec PDMH, offre 
particulièrement des maisons pré-
fabriquées en foam, allant jusqu’à 
3 étages.   D’autant plus, elle peut 
avec cette même technologie finir 
une construction commencée en 
béton. Ces nouvelles structures 
sont légères, isolent le bruit et sont 
économiques en tout point.
C’est aussi le cas pour Maxima SA, 

une compagnie qui était dans la 
fabrication de mobiliers scolaires, 
de cuisine et même de cercueils,  a 
commencé à fabriquer depuis 
peu des maisons préfabriquées 
en bois. Deux types sont offerts 
: un logement d’urgence à car-
actère provisoire d’une durée de 
vie de 3 a 5 ans et un logement 
permanent qui peut faire l’objet 
d’agrandissement. Ces logements 
respectent les standards interna-
tionaux et peuvent résister aux 
séismes et aux cyclones, de plus, le 
bois utilisé pour la construction est 
résistant aux thermites et à l’eau.

N’est ce pas de bonnes nouvelles 
pour un pays à RECONSTRUIRE ?

La con-
struction, 
un secteur 
qui bouge !
De septembre 2010 à 
date, PDMH est passé de 
200 à près de 500 entre-
prises enregistrées pour 
ce secteur. 

Memo of understanding between 
the Center for the Facilitation of 
Investments (CFI) and AmCham 
Haiti

Contract between AmCham Haiti 
and Accor Hotels in Santo Domin-
go (Hostal Nicolas de Ovando, 
Hotel Francis and Hotel Mercure)
Special Hotel Room Rates include 
breakfast buffet, free internet 
WIFI (in rooms and public areas), 
16% ITBIS taxes and 10% service 
charge.
Please obtain the designated code 
for the special rates from the Am-
Cham office.

NEW AGREEMENTS

Public Sector
Nominations
Mr. Jean Jaunasse 

Director  CONATEL

Mr. Carl Ferailleur 
Airport Director (AAN)
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The modifications to the Fiscal Code proposed by the private sector and submitted in to the Ministry of Econo-
my and Finance (MEF) by the accounting firm, Merove-Pierre, have been adopted and published in 
 “Le Moniteur” (Special No. 1 – Vendredi, 14 Janvier 2011) 

NEW FISCAL MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE 
MINISTRY OF ECONOMY AND FINANCE (MEF)

The U.S. Government – Haiti 
Country Strategy:

www.state.gov/documents/orga-
nization/156448.pdf

of Interest USAID’s Foreign Assistance Dash-
board provides a view of U.S. 
Government foreign assistance 
funds and enables users to exam-
ine, research and track aid invest-
ments:

www.usaid/gov/dashboard

IDB begins public consultation on 
new Private Sector Development 
Strategy (PSDS) 
If you wish to share your opinions 
or suggestions  please contact Mr. 
Nathaniel Jackson, Senior Advisor, 
VPP at natahniel@ladb.org or (202) 
623-2853
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In Haiti, heirs of a glorious past, we remain a group of people capable of great things in the 
face of adversity, motivated by a surprising individual strength to survive and provide for our 

individual needs. However, 200 years of history also attest to our inability to build a better environment for 
ourselves. In his book entitled «THE POWER OF A DREAM,» Mathias Pierre proves that an individual’s social 
or economic origins or the color of his skin cannot condemn him. Education and determination to fulfill his 
dream led Mr. Pierre out of a precarious situation and into one of a model entrepreneur, the embodiment of 
success. This book recounts his family’s origins and their migratory trek from his native city to Port-au-Prince, 
the capital, to escape the shame of paternal failure. His academic career from elementary school to high 
school was fraught with difficulties due to miserable economic conditions and the challenges of getting an 
education in Haiti. His university studies were seen as a culmination of his ambitions, like the fulfillment of 
his father’s dream which set him free. Alas, it was only an illusion that those of the middle class experience 
at their own expense. He still had to cling to a dream, to the magic of a dream, to believe in the power of 
education, in perseverance that pays off at the end of the journey, in success that depends on discipline.  
That’s hard in Haiti where attitudes and paradigms are not conducive to prosperity creation; survival, 
destruction of whatever prosperity symbolizes, and where trust is a rare commodity. In 2008, Mathias 
Pierre learned at his expense that it is not enough to succeed in Haiti to be accepted, success 
must be achieved with others. GaMa was the target, like a lot of other businesses, of food riots.  
Who is Mathias Pierre? When I look back at my past and at my current involvement in my country’s 
business sector, I realize not only is it possible to change one’s future, but the future can be learned and 
shaped. I came from a very precarious economic situation and I was able to establish model of financial 
performance by applying certain principles that I am revealing today in my book: «THE POWER OF A DREAM.»  

Publication Date:
Feb 22 2011
Page Count:
140
Language:
English
Color:
Full Color
Related Categories:
Biography & Autobiography / Business

The Power of a Dream
One Man’s Determination to Pursue his Ideals.
Authored by Mr. Mathias Pierre  
Prologue by Mr. Robert Henning  
Introduction by Mr. Michael Fairbanks  
Translated by Mrs Michele Jessica Fievre 

NOMINATED: 
VOTING MEMBERS
A : Haitian Members
Prime Minister Jean Max Bellerive, 
Co-President  
Mr. Lucien Francoeur (Chamber of 
Deputies) 
Mr. Lucien Jean Bernard (Haitian Sen-
ate) 
Dr. Réginald Boulos (Business Com-
munity) 
Mr. Georges Henry fils (Judicial 
Branch) 
Mr. Gary Lissade, Esq. (Judicial Branch) 
Mr. Jean Claude Lebrun (Labor 
Unions) 
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php?storyId=125064967 

Mr. Joseph G. « Billy » Louis (Local 
Government) 
Mr. Raoul Pierre Louis (Local Govern-
ment) 
Ms. Suze Percy Filippini (Executive 
Branch) 
Dr. Marie George Salomon (Executive 
Branch) 
Mr. Claude Jeudy (Executive Branch) 
Dr. Jean Rénald Clérismé (Executive 
Branch) 
Mr. Jean-Marie Bourjolly, (Executive 
Branch) 
B : International Members
President William Jefferson Clinton, 
Co-President 
Mr. Percival J.Patterson, CARICOM 
Mr. Pierre Duquesne, France 
Ms. Cheryl Mills, United States of 
America 
Ms. Cristina Barrios, Spain 

Mr. Alexandre Abrantes, World Bank 
Mr. Stefano Manservisi, European 
Union  
Mr. David Moloney, Canada 
Mr. Francisco Arias Cardenas, Venezu-
ela 
Mr. Antonio Ferreira, Brazil 
Ms. Helen Clark, UN 
Mr. Luis Alberto Moreno, IDB 
Mr. Espen Rikter-Svendsen, Norway 
NON-VOTING 
MEMBERS 
(NOMINATED )
Marie Carmèle Rose-Anne Auguste 
(National NGOs) 
Maj. Joseph M. G. Bernadel (Haitian 
Diaspora)  
Mr. Philippe Bécoulet (International 
NGOs) 

BOARD MEMBERS ICHR 
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